
Ascension of the Lord Homily 2018 
 

The Resurrection and Ascension changed the world!  

 

Have you ever witnessed something truly great?  No matter how big or small 

it was awe inspiring, life-altering and knocking to the floor greatness!  

Maybe it was a concert, a message from someone of goodness and 

appreciation.  A novel unlike any you ever read before.  A sporting event 

that was simply electric.  When we experience something like that, we leave 

feeling changed.  The experience sticks with us.  We feel like nothing is 

really the same afterwards, and we just can’t stop talking about it.  We start 

learning more, practicing more, becoming more so that we can be a part of 

that magic.  Some moments can change our lives and even the world around 

us.    

 

The Resurrection and Ascension changed the world.  Jesus being lifted-up 

on the Cross, in the Resurrection and Ascension for us.  Jesus continues to 

lift us up and we do the same for others.  Jesus was lifted-up for us and lifts 

us up even into Eternity!   

 

The point of the Resurrection isn’t just that Jesus rose, but that he rose so 

that others might see it.  They witnessed the power of the Gospel so as to be 

transformed by it.  It changed how they viewed the world around them, how 

they dealt with other people, how they forgave, how they spent their money, 

even what food they ate.  Christ might have been the one that ascended into 

heaven, but it was the world that was transformed by it.   

 

Jesus offers assurance, instruction and transformation.  To experience the 

Ascension means that it has a profound impact on us.  It moves us forward 

and compels us to new life.   

 

One great sign of this transforming power is in the Eucharist itself.  Simple 

object of bread and wine become the Real Presence of Christ’s Body and 

Blood.  Like the first disciples, we are assured of God’s presence here and 

now.  We become the body of Christ for the world.  We are changed.  We 

give witness to this when we allow our lives to reflect this new reality, 

setting aside old ways, reflecting the newness of the Gospel in our words 

and actions.    


